BUREAU COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
March 3, 2026


DIRECTORS PRESENT: Mike Thacker, Bill Gebeck, Todd Sears, Rod Grunloh, Jim May

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None

DISTRICT STAFF PRESENT: Becca Taylor - RC, Ashley Wallace - AC 

NRCS PERSONNEL PRESENT: Erika Luft - DC, Richard Rappley – NRS, Morgan Smith – SC

Call to Order: Bill called the meeting to order at 8:26a.m.

Guests: None

Approval of Minutes: Rod made a motion to approve the Annual Meeting minutes. Mike seconded; motion carried. 

Approval of Bills: Jim made a motion to approve the open bills. Mike seconded; motion carried. 

Approval of Timesheets: Bill made a motion to approve the January/February timesheets. Todd seconded; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Budget & Finance: General payroll, bills. 

Education & Outreach: Annual Meeting was a success overall - will hold one again next year. LUC2 Envirothon will be March 18. Soil & Water Jeopardy session at the Ag Fair on March 19th. The spring/summer newsletter was sent to the printer and printer will also mail them. Fish sale will be April 17; tree sale will be April 24; forms are available. 2026 scholarship application also available now. 

Natural Areas: The board suggested Andrew Pierson for brush management.

Personnel: Ainslee is the new PF Biologist; start date is March 23.

CORRESPONDENCE: None.

BUSINESS

PFC: Becca is still waiting on payment approvals. 

SSRP: Becca is working with the SSRP specialist to set up a site visit. 

CRP: 2028 status reviews.

CREP: Surveys wrapping up; moving into the closing process.

Seeding Service: Becca has a  few jobs remaining - weather dependent. 

Vegetative Filter Strips: Mentioned in the newsletter to bring more awareness to this tax break.

Zonings: 4 reports; see March report. No major concerns. Rod made a motion to approve the 4 reports. Mike seconded; motion carried. 

Equipment Purchase: The board suggested getting the drills greased every 100 acres. Also suggested asking Dwayne at Diller-Rod if he can service the drills rather than haul them over to Yarger. Board also suggested getting “not liable” signs for natural areas. 

Whitver Farm: No updates.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.

NEW BUSINESS

2026 Organization of the Board: Rod made a motion to keep the current officers - Mike as Chair, Bill as Vice Chair and Todd as Secretary-Treasurer. Jim seconded; motion carried. 

Conservation Day Location/Date: Due to the high level of ticks carrying Lyme Disease, the Princeton Park District has allowed us to use City County Park on May 8th. Becca will ask Gripp about drone spraying for ticks at Warnecke. 

Prairie Chickens: Discussion was had on viability of prairie chicken habitat in this area.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting: Annual Meeting update.

Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for May 5 at 8:15am.

Adjournment: Mike adjourned the meeting at 9:10am. 











Minutes drafted and submitted by Ashley Wallace

